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JURRIAAN COOIMAN
«[1QY H BAYIAEIA OA I'INEI... EAAHNIKH »

O kaA\texvikég SieuBuvtrig tou CULTURESCAPES pag piléet
yla to oAU onpaviiké gectiffd), mou autd to phivénwpo Ba ta§idéper
tov eAAnviké moMtiopd otn Bacileia kat oe dA\\eg néleig tng EABetiag.

A Greek autumn in Basel

The cultural director of CULTURESCAPES talks to Blue about this very
significant festival taking Greek culture to Basel and other Swiss cities this autumn.

ANO THN TAXOYAA EMTAKOIAH, MOPTPETA: BATTEAHX ZABOX / BY TASSOULA EPTAKILI, PORTRAITS: VANGELIS ZAVOS

BAZIAEIA, 1 tpitn peyalUtepn noAn g EABeTiac. XTiopévn o€ éva
otaupodpdpl -ota ouvopa Le TN Feppavia kat T FaAAia-, enuicetat
Y1 TN HECAIWVIKY APXITEKTOVIKY TNG Kal TNV MANOwpa Twv MOAITIoTI-
KWV 10pUPAToV TNG. «MEAN TWV HOUGEIWVy TNV armokaAouyv - Kal oxL -
dIKa. Auto To PBIvOnwpo, yia dUo URVECS, N Baotgia Oa yivel... eAAn-
VIKI} Xapn oto Culturescapes, éva povadikd, TOAUBENATIKO TIOMTIOTI-
KO @eoTIBAA TIou pIAodoEei va Egvayroel To kotvd (otn BaotAeia, aAld
Kal 0€ GANEC OeKATEDOEPIC EABETIKEC TIOAEIC) OTO EAANVIKO TIOAITIONI-
K0 toio. M'a 8 Bdopddec -amd Ti¢ 5 OKTwPpiou £wg Ti¢ 3 AskepPBpiou-
10 Culturescapes Greece 2017, xopnyoc Tou omoiou gival  AEGEAN,
0a mapouotdoel’ EAANVES KAAMTEXVEG Kal EYXWPLES TTAPAYWYEC amd 6-
A\EC TIC HOPPES TEXVNG -EIKACTIKA, HOUGIKT, B€atpo, Xopo, Kivnuato-
ypapo, Aoyotexvia- oe mepimou 200 events! To mpoypappa mepAap-
Bavel emionc amod JIAAEEEIC HEXPL VEUOTIKES OOKIUES EAANVIKWV TIPOi-
OVIWV Kal Gpayntuv.

0 Jurriaan Cooiman, KaAAITEXVIKOG dleubuvTic Tou Culturescapes,
OV KPUPBEL TNV AVUTIOHOVNGIa TOU YIa TO PETIVO PECTIRAA. AV Kal OgV a-
TIOQEXETAL TIANPWE AUTOV TOV 0PO. «AEV EXOUE TA XAPAKTNPIOTIKA EVOC
ouvnBiopévou PeoTIBAA: dev eplopt{OUAOTE OVO OE ia TIOAN, KaAU-
TITOUE TTOANOUG TOUE(S, £XOULE PEYAAN DIAPKELQ. ITNV TIPAYHUATIKOTN-
Ta €ipaote éva avti-PeoTiRdA», Aéel yeAwvTag. TOV oUVAVTHOApE oTnV
ABNva, o€ éva amo Ta moAAd Ta&idla Tou 0Tn Xwea Hag, 0To mAaiolo g
TpoETOIaciag Tou Culturescapes, Kal pag WANGE yia Tov onpavIikd fe-
op6 aAAd Kat yia Tov idlo.

revvriOnke otnv OAAavdia. H mpwtn tou enagi He v EANGOa é-
yive ota Bpavia. «Madntic oto Pdtepvtap 01ddxTnKa moAAd and Toug
OUOKAAOUC 10U Yia TOUG apxaious EAANVEG: yia Tnv totopia, T pubo-
Aoyia, T @iAocoia, Ti¢ Tpaywdies. Idlaitepa eVIUMWOoldoTNKa amnd Tov
1UBo Tou moAuprxavou Oducoéa. Ndvta eixa 0To JUaio Hou va yvwpi-
oW KAAUTEPQ TN XWPa oag. Kal va mou [ou 000NKe n) eukaipia va to Ka-
VW O€ Hia TEPiodo HeyAAwY TIPOKANGEWY, Kat yia tnv EAAAda aAAd kat
yla v uniéAoirm Eupwrmys.

To Culturescapes &ekivnoe 10 2003 LE «TPOTAYWVIOTPIA» TN
rewpyia. «Htav enelcodiakod 1o Egkivnud pag, yiati 1ote E€omaoce N
Enavdotaon Twv POdwV, KATA TOU TIPOEJPOU ZEBAPVTVAVTLEY, [IE EVN-
HEPWVEL 0 GUVOLIANTIAC Hou. MEXPL orjlepa EXEL EEEPEUVITEL TO TOTTI-
0 TOU MOMITIOHOU O€ 13 XWPES, LE TIo ipdopatn v loAavdia. Htav &-
To10. And 10 2015 €Xel yivel DIETEC. «kEUTUXIC OUYKUpIa, yiati eixa me-
PIOCOTEPEC EUKAIPIES Va EMIOKEPTW TNV EAAGDA, va yvwpiow KaAAl-

BASEL, Switzerland’s third-largest city and its tripoint with France
and Germany, is renowned for its medieval architecture and many
cultural institutions. Basel is widely known as the city of museums,
a justifiable nickname. This autumn, Basel will, in a way, turn Greek
over a two-month period courtesy of Culturescapes, a unique multi-
disciplinary cultural festival devoted to intercultural exchange. The
event’s aim will be to present to the people of Basel, as well as a
further 14 Swiss cities, Greece’s modern cultural landscape. Over the
course of eight weeks, from October 5 to December 3, Culturescapes
Greece 2017, sponsored by AEGEAN, will host approximately 200
events by Greek artists, including local productions and covering all
disciplines - visual arts, music, theatre, dance, film and literature.
Also on the agenda are lectures and Greek food and beverage tasting
shows.

In an interview with Blue during one of his many trips to Greece
for the event’s preparations, Jurriaan Cooiman, the artistic director
of Culturescapes, could not conceal his impatience and excitement
for the launch of this year’s festival, a category he does not fully ac-
cept. “We don’t possess the attributes of an ordinary festival. We're
not limited to just one city. Rather, we cover many artistic domains,
and run over an extended period of time. In actual fact, we put on an
anti-festival,” he noted with a laugh.

Born in the Netherlands, Cooiman first became acquainted with
Greece at school. “While going to school in Rotterdam, | was taught
many things about the ancient Greeks by my teachers - the history,
mythology, philosophy, tragedies. | was particularly impressed by the
story of the ingenious Odysseus,” he recalled. “I always wanted to get
to know Greece better and, as things turned out, ended up been given
the opportunity to do so during a time of major challenges, both for
Greece and the rest of Europe.”

Culturescapes was founded in 2003, with Georgia selected for
the inaugural event’s cultural exchange with Switzerland. “The begin-
ning was difficult, as it coincided with the Rose Revolution,” Cooiman
recalled. To date, the event has explored the cultural landscapes of
13 countries. Initially an annual event, Culturescapes switched to a
biennial cycle in 2015. “This was a fortunate development as it pro-
vided me with more opportunities to visit Greece, meet the artists,
and prepare. The intensive research | conducted over three years ful-
ly justified the decision to select your country as the subject of this
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H npepiépa Ba yivel ye Tn

véa napdctaon Tou AnpATpn
Manaiwdvvou, «O peydhog
Aapaoctig» (5, 7 kai 8/10),

oto Kaserne Tng BaaoiAgiag.

©a aKOAOUBNOOUV ApPKETEG
napacTacelg xopou kal BeaTpou,
avdaueod Toug n «KaBapn néAn»
Twv AvéoTn AZd kai Mpoédpopou
Toiviképn (9/11 Kurtheater Baden,
14/11 Theater Chur, 17-18/11
Kaserne Basel) kai «To IvoTitoUto
Tng Naykéopiag Movaé&idg» tng
opdadag Blitz (22/11 Theatre
Tuchlaube Aarau, 24-25/11
Kaserne Basel). ‘Ocov apopd

Ta €IKAOTIKA, yia NPWTN Gopd 10
Culturescapes GUUMETEXEI OTN
Regionale, Tnv eThoIa €kBeon pe
£pya KAAMITEXVWV and Tn «yEITOVIA»
Tng BaoiAeiag (EABeTia, Meppavia
kai MaAAia). Avo kata§iwpévolr
‘ENANvEG Ba enipeAnBolv duo
EKBEOEIG: 0 EIKACTIKOG Kal

Q

«ife 6apn NoAN» Twv

AvéoTn AZa kai
ﬁp&opou Toviké6pn
ZCleam City.™

Prodromos Tsinik

EAivag Wikou, ZUA\a TZoupépka,

Mavvn Oikovopidn, Apyupn

Manadnuntpénoulou, MNwpyou

Zwn K.4.

Kai n Aoyotexvia dev Ba ynopouce CULTURESCAPES Greece 2017
va Aeiner: ong 11/11, ato will be launched with a new
Literaturhaus Basel, o BpaBeupévog production, “The Great Tamer,” by

‘EAAnvag ocuyypagéag Métpog the esteemed experimental theatre

Mapkapng 6a cuvopINACEI stage director and choreographer
EVWMIOV TOU KOIVOU pe Tov EABETO Dimitris Papaioannou (5, 7 and
dnpooioypdgo Werner van Gent. 8/10, Kaserne Basel). It will be

followed up by numerous dance
and theatre productions, including
“Clean City” by Anestis Azas
Kurtheater Baden, 14/11 Theater
Chur, 17-18/11 Kaserne Basel) and
“Institute of Global Loneliness”

by the Blitz theatre group (22/11
Theatre Tuchlaube Aarau, 24-25/11
Kaserne Basel).

As for the visual arts agenda,
Culturescapes is, for the first
time, taking part in Regionale, an
annual exhibition presenting work
by artists from the wider region of
Switzerland, Germany and France.
Two prominent Greek figures will
curate exhibitions. Visual artist and
architect Andreas Angelidakis will
oversee a show at the Kunsthalle
Basel and artist Poka-Yio, co-
founder of the Athens Biennale,
will curate a Kunsthaus Baselland
event. The Culturescapes agenda
includes plenty more exhibitions.
A tribute to the 20th-century
Greek classical composer Nikos
Skalkottas (18/10, piano recital at
the Museum Kleines Klingental,

apxiTéktovag Avopéag AyyeAIdakng
(Kunsthalle Basel) kai o cuvidpuTting
Tng MnievaAe Tng ABnvag kai
€1KaoTIKOG, Poka-Yio (Kunsthaus
Baselland). To npoypaupa Tou
Culturescapes nepihappavel
PUGCIKA NOAAEG akOpa EKOETEIG.
3T0 JOUCIKO OKENOG EEXwpilouv

T0 apiépwpa oTov Niko ZKaAKkwTa
(18/10 peoiTdA mavou oto Museum
Kleines Klingental Basel, 3/12
ouvaulia Tng Sinfonieorchester
Basel pe Tn cuppeToxn Tou ‘EAAnva
niaviota BaciAn BapBapéaoou)

Kal n xopwdia povaxwv and 1o
‘Ayiov ‘Opog, nou 6a NnapoucIAcel
0pB06d0EOUG UUVOUG Kal KOUUATIa
BuZavTiviig JOUCIKAG TwV
TeEAEUTAiWV 1.000 XPOVWV OE OKTW
OUVAUAI; 6An 1nv EABETIQ.

Tov NoéuBpio, oTig
KIVNMATOYPAQIKEG AiBOUCEG
Stadtkino Basel, Xenix Zirich kai
Kino Rex Bern 6a npayuartonoinBei
HEYAAD AIEpWHA O EAANVIKEG
TAIVIEG TWVATEAEUTAIWY DEKANEVTE
xpovwv: Twv-Fiwpyou Adveiuou, O AnpnTtpng Nanaiwdavvou
Mavou Koutpa, ABnvag Paxni- oTtov «MeyaAo AapacTie

e

Basel; 3/12, Sinfonieorchester
Basel concert featuring Greek
pianist Vassilis Varvaresos), as well
as a series of eight performances
throughout Switzerland by a Mt
Athos monk choir, which will
present Orthodox hymns and
Byzantine music from the past
thousand years, are the festival’s
standout musical events.

In November, a major tribute to
Greek films released over the
past 15 years will be staged at
the Stadtkino Basel, Xenix Zirich
and Kino Rex Bern cinemas. This
tribute includes films by Yorgos
Lanthimos, Panos Koutras, Athina
Rachel Tsangari, Alexandros
Avranas, Elina Psikou, Syllas
Tzoumerkas, Yannis Economides,
Argyris Papadimitropoulos and
Yorgos Zois.

As for the festival’s literature
section, highlights include an
on-stage discussion between
award-winning Greek writer Petros
Markaris and Swiss journalist
Werner van Gent.

Toayyapn, AAéEavdpou ABpavd, / Dimitris Papaioannodiin “TheiGreatyTamer” o

TEXVEG, va Ow EKOEOEIC Kal TIAPAOTACELC, VA TIPOETOINAOTW. H EviaTl-
K1} €peuva o €kava emi Tpia xpovia dIKaiwoe andAuTa TNV andpaon
va givatn xwpa oag B€pa TS PeTIVIS 01opyavwong. H MOAITIOTIKY Tta-
paywyn oag ta teAeuTaia xpovia, mapd tnv kpion, eivat a&lobavpactn.
BA£mel Kaveis 1000 TIOAAEC Kal vOlapEPOUaES TTPWTOROUAIES - Kat OX1
HOVO KAAITEXVIKEG, AANG Kal KOIVWVIKES: TIPWTOBOUAIEC aAANAEYYyUNG
0€’EAANVEC Tou Bpiokovtal o€ avdykn, aAAd Kat o€ pdopuUyeC. Ki au-
16 10 Bpiokw omoudaio Kai TTOAU GUYKIVNTIKO».

E101kd 10 B€pa tn¢ aAAnAgyyung eival kKo Biko yia o Culturescapes
Greece 2017. <Eva amd Ta pwTApaATa mou OETouNE gival av Kat mws
uropei va eival andvinon otnv Kpions, €&nyei o Jurriaan Cooiman.
«NPOooWTIKA To MoTEVW akpadavta. AAMNAgyyUn eival to avtibeto g
amopovwone. Inuaivel avoryua, EEwotpéPela. Aivel EuKalpieg yia vé-
£C EKKIVNOEIC, Y10 Va XTIOTOUV Kalvoupyla mpdypata, ot Hovo otny té-
XVn, aAAd TavTou, akOpa Kal oTIS EMIXEIPTOELC. AEiTe TOGES a&IOAOYES
startups Ee@uTpwvouv KABe pépa otnv EAAGSA...»

H Tautétnta eivatl évag akopa Bepatikdc muAmvag. «Ki EXel OITTAN
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year’s event,” Cooiman remarked. “Your cultural output over the past
few years, in spite of the crisis, has bheen admirable. There have been
so many and interesting initiatives, not just artistic, but social too -
solidarity initiatives for Greeks in need as well as for refugees. This,
for me, is magnificent and very moving.”

The subject of solidarity represents a main focus for
Culturescapes Greece 2017. “One of the questions we raise is whether
solidarity can offer a solution to the crisis and, if so, how,” Cooiman
explained. “Personally, | believe that it can. Solidarity is the antithesis
of isolation. It represents openness, extroversion. It offers opportu-
nities for new starts so that new things may be developed, not only
in art but all over, even in enterprises. Just look at how many worth-
while startups are mushrooming in Greece every day,” he continued.

Identity is another theme of the event. “This subject has two
dimensions. On the one hand, identity is everything that unites us
- language, history, common values and rituals, among others. But
it is also misinterpreted when serving as a reason to isolate all that

JULIANNE MOMMERT
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«H AOnva eivat vrépoym,
@taver va m deig mepa
QIO TA TTPOPAVI),

VA VIWOEIS TOV JTIAALO TNG».

“Athens is wonderful,

as long as you manage
to see beyond the obvious
features. You need

to feel its rhythm.”

didotaon. And T pia n TautotnTa Eival doa [ag EVWvVouv: N YAwaoaoa, 1)
1otopia, ot KotvéG a&ieg kal ouvn0eleg, HeETa&U AAAWV. AAMG UTIApXEL Kal
nAavBaopévn epunveia tng: dtav yivetal GAA0B1 ()OTE va amopovVWoou-
e 60a OgV PUMOPoULE va EAEYEOULIE 1) VA KATAVOTIOOULIE, 00 HAG EVO-
XAouUV 1} pag @oBicouv. TATE, OTOI0G EXEL DIAPOPETIKT TAUTOTNTA (KOL-
VWVIKT, €0VIKI, BPNOKEUTIKN), 0 EEVOC (Taiel yia OAa. ETol yevviouvTal
nopopopia, o OVIKIGNACS, 0 paTolopdg, ) OpNOKEUTIKY HicalodoEia...»

Tou {NTW va [OU TIELTIC EVTUTIWOEIS TOU amnd tnv ABrjva Kal Ta umo-
Aotma pépn ¢ EAAGOAC mou €xel éwc Twpa O€l. «H ABrjva ival uriépo-
X, Hia AN rou a&iel Kaveic va eMOoKEPTEL: ival XwveuTrpl TIOAITI-
oUWV avapeoa o€ AvatoAn kat Auon, “kapBdac” KaAtexvwv, medio dn-
Houpyiac apxItekTovwy. TAvEL va T OEIC IEPA amd Ta OTEPEGTUTIA KAl
ta pogavyy. Na pnv meploploteic onAadr povo atnv AKpOToAn, aA\d
va v eEEPEVVNOELC, VA VIWOELS TOV TTAANO TNC. Eyw €ixa Tv TUXN va
™ YVwpiow £Tol p€oa amo TIG EKMANKTIKES Eevaynoel§ TwV avopunwy
Tou Alternative Tours of Athens. ETiokéQTnka Kat 1o Aylov'0pog. Eival
UTépoxa ta povaotripla tou. Kaitn gpuon mou ta nepiBAAAeL avéyyixtn!
AKOAOUBEIC Ta povomdtia Kal okEPTEaal OTL £T0L IEPTIATOUCAV Ol dv-
Opwrol oTov Meoainva. Niwbelg oav va ZeI¢ péoa o€ mapapudi, otov
“Apxovta Twv daxTuAididv”! To Aylov'Opog eival évag TO00 dlapopeETI-
KOG, oUVaPTIAOTIKOC KOGHOG. Od £XOULE TN Xapd va GINOEEVICOUE 0T
BaolA&ia, yia OKTW OUVAUAIEC, TN XOpwdia OKTW AYIOPEITHOV LOVAXWV>.

MiArjoape kat yia GAAa pe tov Jurriaan. Fa toug evioc EANAdaG a-
pwYoUE ToU PeOTIRAA: «To'Idpupa ZTaupoc Nidpxog, To'1dpupa Qvdon
Katn AEGEAN amnd v mpwtn oTiypn HAS ERMIOTEUTNKAV Kal oTddnkav
0TO TTAEUPO HaC». Fla ToV pOAO TNG TEXVNG: «Eival va “KataoTpéPel” Tov
EKAOTOTE TMOAITIOHO Kal Va YEVVAEL Katvoupylos. Ia TOUG NPwES Tou:
«MOAOVOTI, GULPWVA [IE TOV LETALOVIEPVIOUO, OAA TIPETIEL VA ATIOJO-
unBouv Kat va EavapTiaxtouV, dpa HPWES Kal AUBEVTIES eV EMITPETIO-
VIdL, EYOTIOTEVW OTL, avOEV OENEIS VATIEDEI OTNVTIAY (O TOU KUVIGHOU,
TIPEMEL VA TUOTEVEIS OTL, Val, NPWES UTIdpxouv. Yrmp&av avOpwrol Toug
omnoiou¢ Baupdlw Kat |IE EUTVEOUV- TIOU OU €JEIEaV €vav dlapopETI-
K6 0pdpo, pou dida&av v evouvaiobnon. Onws o NEAGov MavtéAas.

«Katto eABETIKOKOIVO; MG OauTodEXTEITOV EANNVIKOTIOAITIONO;»
TOV PWTW) TIPLV AMOXAIPETIOTOULE. «Eijal alol000E0C. Ot PIAEAANVIKES
KOLVOTNTEC £ivatl urtoAoyiolun duvapn otnv EABeTia. AAAG Kal mépa a-
IO AUTEG, TO EVOLAPEPOV Eival EVTOVO, AOYw TNE YKAHAC TTOU KAAUTITEL
TO PEOTIPBAAy, amavtd o KAAAITEXVIKOC SleuBuvTr Tou Culturescapes.
«Eipat aio1000&o¢. Kat oag mepipéve otn BaotAialy

Info: www.culturescapes.ch/griechenland
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we cannot control or understand; everything that annoys or scares
us. In this case, anybody who has a different identity - social, ethnic,
religious - in other words, the outsider, is to blame for all. This breeds
homophobia, nationalism, racism, religious intolerance, and so on,”
Cooiman pointed out.

Asked about his impressions of Athens and other parts of Greece
that he has visited so far, Cooiman commented: “Athens is wonderful.
It's a city that’s really worth visiting; a melting pot of civilisations be-
tween east and west; a platform for artists; and a field of creativity
for architects - as long as you manage to see beyond the stereotypes
and obvious features. You need to not just limit your experience to
the Acropolis but also explore the city, feel its rhythm. I had the good
fortune of discovering Athens through the marvellous tours offered
by the people at Alternative Tours of Athens. | also visited Mt Athos.
Its monasteries are amazing and the nature in the surrounding region
is unadulterated! You walk along the paths and think: ‘This is what
people did during medieval times.” It feels like you're part of a fairy
tale - Lord of the Rings! Mt Athos is such a different and fascinating
world. We will have the pleasure of hosting an eight-member Mt Athos
monk choir for eight performances in Basel.”

The artistic director was also keen to praise the support of the
event’s Greek sponsors. “From the very beginning, the Stavros Niar-
chos Foundation, Onassis Foundation and AEGEAN had faith in us and
stood by our side,” Cooiman noted. The role of art, Cooiman argued,
is to “destroy respective civilisations and create new ones.” Asked
about the influence of his mentors and idols, he noted: “Although,
according to postmodernism, everything needs to be deconstructed
and rebuilt, an approach that does not allow for heroes and leaders,
| believe that if you do not want to fall into the trap of cynicism, then,
yes, you need to believe that heroes do exist. [Over the years] | have
felt admiration for people and they still inspire me. They showed me
the way along a different path, taught me empathy, Nelson Mandela
being one of them.”

Asked towards the end of the interview how he feels the Swiss
public will respond to the Greek-based event, Cooiman responded:
“I am optimistic. Switzerland's many philhellene communities are a
considerable force. But, beyond these, a strong, wider interest also
exists as a result of the festival’s gamut. So, then, I am optimistic and
expecting you in Basel!”

Info: www.culturescapes.ch/griechenland
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